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Former Fiji PM lets go of hotred to avail superior medical facilities

By Tushar Tere
TIMES REWS METWORK

Vadodara : He was the man
who led a coup againsi a
govarmment supported by
Inda-Fijgan community in Fid
in 1987. Two decades [aler,
| bormer Fiji Pnme Ministes

Sitiveni Rabuka does not lire

of praising kndians. Rabuka,
who s in Vadodara, chose India over Ausiralia
and China 1o have his Knes-replacemant
Slrgarny,

Being an ethnic Fifian, he wantad the
native Fijians to have more power fhan lhe
Indians. Thowgh the coup was bloodiess, it sent
shivers down the spine of thousands of Indo-
Fijlans who moved out of the island.

“in 1287, | was Irying to play the role of
Mahatma Gandhi in my cowntry. The only
diffarence batwaen us was thal Gandhi chose a
totally peaceiul path, | wanted the native Fijgans
to have more powet and represantallon tham
outsiders.” said Rabuka who heads fo
Opposition party m Fiji, “Howawer, now we want
bodh Indians and Fijians to co-exist peacelully,
The present govemment should have @n all
embrasing agproach.”

Algp, he did not fall le lawd tha
arerprising skills of the Gujaratis, "I is amazing
how Gujaratss have progressed in our cownlry,
Our paolitical parly is fundsd by a nember of
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Indians, most of whom are Gujaralis,” Rabu
sald. Rabuka will be eperated upon by Dr Bha
Maody at ther Canfre for Knesa Surgeny nest wai
Whan asked wiv ho chose India for sunge
Fabuka said, * Despite, quality manpowar a
infrastructure, India is much cheapear than otf
couniries, when il comes (o medical axpans:
The surgery weuld hinvg oS! more mven in F
However, rathar than expenditure, | was me
concamed aboul the quality of sarvice; which
eecedlent in India.

*Soma of my close friends, who we
oprated upon by Dr Mody recommandied me |
name foflowing which | contaciad him,” infaom
Rabuka Ha last visiled India in 1978 duning a jo
Friilitary tradning with the Indian army in Chana
Though he does not have any plans of mow
around in India, Rabuka has plans of freat
himsell to ndian cuisine, "l am a diehand Ban
Indian food, especialty Tandoon dishes. Also | §
looking forward to feast on the Indian cumg”
said.

This is a classic example of medi
tourksm, W do not need swanky bulldings
nitracting palients from the world ovat. All thal
required is quality service and faith, | hope 1l
surgery becomes a milestons for the madi
Eourism indusery in (e state,” sad Mody, whoh
operated ower 30 Fliians and numbar of NRis
date.



